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say we regretted. We were sorry to learn
that the vigor which is infused into the
skating, lastitig con tinyousty from fifteen, to
twenty minutes, causes complete exhaustion
nhd sometimes collapse. One would expect
the management to provide against this by
means of a short rest, which could he easily
tided in by the ornate "iitlemeii in gray
and greet', who are usually so much in evi-
dence at t:hc National Skating J'alacc. where
the exhibition takes place. Miss Davidson
uses right-angled skates of no less than
one-quarter inch in breadth."

JULIAN KALI'H,

"A professional exhibition necessarily ha*
showy features introduced, and in Miss
Davidson's ease these assume the shape of
dancing on the toes and skipping forward
and backward, skating the 'teapot' hack.,>Uanu t, i.. , ju, .jc*.

with the body crouched down close to the
ice. But plenty of excellent skating is seen,
the lady bciug a vigorous skater, and very
powerful on both edges. Nothing could be
better done, in its way, than the Spring
from inside forward to outside back, and
the execution of the grapevine ligures, in
unison with the waltz music.
"One of these grapevines has a very bold

spread-eagle Introduced, which Is made with
splendid go; and into another a curtsey, as

the feet come .together, that has a very
pretty effect. Mohawks and double and
triple turns are made, to perfection, but Ave

saw no sign of rocking or counter-rocking
turns, or of eross-eiil'v thmforh we cannot
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is out to-day with a mosjt eulogistic notice
of yet another fair American who dazzles
the senses with her skill. It says:

"London, at the present moment, has the
opportunity of vvitnessihg skating as practisedin America, with the additional attractionto the average sight-seer of the
exponent being a lady. Taking the style
to mean the execution of figures without
much reference to the subsequent maintenanceof edge or continuity, it is doubtful
if it could be put forward in much more attractiveform than by Miss Mabel Davidson,the young lady in question, who comes
from St. Paql, Minnesota, where she
learned her skating, the development of her
present excellence having come about in
the last two Winters.

Ionable real ice skating rinks much more

than fill the place of the single one of last
year In London and of the single Palais de
Glace in Paris. At the best of the London
nuks tue .aSbiooiiole u.i»e j.or .

the afternoon, when the entrance fee is five
shillings, or a dollar and a quarter, as

against half a dollar at night and in the
morning.
An American puff of Lady Randolph

Churchill's grace on skates lias been widely
copied here, and the truth is that she skates
better than Mrs. Langtry or any other of
the titled women who try to imitate her.
But the Field, greatest of sporting papers
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new or X photography, which enables a
comparison to be made in the shape of the
bones, taken along with the general appearanceand form of the other parts of
the body not open to ordinary Inspection,
affords a means of demonstrating paternity
about as clearly as science can demonstrate
«ny fact"

yObMUJt? Ill man^v t'ttBOB iv utreiue nuu its

father is when that is in doubt. In Scotlandthe Sheriff is a magistrate. In a recentpaternity case which came before Mr.
Campbell Smith he added the following
note to his decision:
"I know that the facial features of a

child may be, and often are, as a matter of
general appearance, derived fro"Vn any livingor painted face that ^the mother inrfy
have a fancy to and opportuuty to look
upon. But I also know that parts of the
body, such as the feet.the whole hidden
skeleton, in short.which the mother never
could see, must. In so far as differing widelyfrom her, be derived from the father. In
so far as it clearly resembles him. The

dangerous combination. As solitary imprisonmentbreeds madness, so does an unoccupiedbrain create an insatiable demand
for successive shocks.

A NEW X RAY WONDER.
A Scotch Official Says the Rays Will Enab.'e

the Law to Discover a Child's
Father.

The subtle Scotch mind of Mr. Campbell
Smith, Sheriff of Dundee, has discovered a

new and startling use for the X ray.
He believes that by throwing the rays on

a child so as to reveal its bones it will be

heavy, oftentimes dense people, has a bulwarkof strength In that same heaviness
and conservatism. Pleasure loving, amusementseeking France is a nest of political
intrigues and plottings.
When the society of a nation is idle and

has nothing to occupy its attention hut
new pleasures, it creates a sense of impendingdanger. One hundred years ago
the accredited members of New York's
Four Hundred were men who lived healthy,
normal lives, with their business affairs to
attend to by day and their families to rejoinat night. Balls, theatres, parties.
these they enjoyed, but in moderation and
taste. There was none of the bizarre in
their demands, none of the extreme. Their
ennui was dispelled with healthier amusementsthan these.
In these latter days it is the unnatural

and unhealthy that attracts. The more

extraordinary, the more suggestive, the
more successful. The reason is not far to
seek. Millions of dollars and nothing to oconnvn man's time excpnt to snend it is a

the statute books. New York does also.
The very acme of cruelty and torture was
reached in their demands for amusements.
New York goes as far as It dares withoutcourting trouble. With each it is a

case of extremes.
Does it portend the same result?
Nations are judged by the amusements of

its society. As the pleasures are, so will
be the religion, the manners.
Sturdy England, with its conservative.

ferent result has been reached are the exceptionswhich prove the rule. Managersuave gone as tac towuid seasuai.o
as public opinion would let them.
Humor whispers that society goes as far

as the law will allow. With the Romans,
the entertainers made the laws, and so

moulded them as to suit their whims and
fads. Modern society looks down on the
average legislator as in another class, but
it respects his handiwork. Politics it votes
nasty, unless it rises to the, dignity ol
statesmanship, but judges must be no respectersof persons, so they obey the laws
Tho I-
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In the past five years the successes of

the theatrical world have not been the
productions that appeal to the culture and
tho tntollof.t Tho rora nnaaa n-tmro o ,1
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pictures are on this page are the young
esent at the Sherry dinner the other

>uld be ust as interesting as the pictu
.ctresses. As it is, they have an especial
re participants in an affair about whii

ith reason. The staid, matter-of-fact

rue that Americans who have money

elves in the old more or less conventior
[e thinks of the show at Artist Breese's
-j 111. _1 . v,/l V.q fViinlro
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the passage of time has come new standards,new codes, new Ideals. What to
Rome was a joyous holiday would be to
New York a horrible butchery.
"Sensuality." says Lecky, "is the vice

of young men and old nations. A languid
opicurlanism is the- general condition of
nations which have attained a high intellectualityor social condition, but which
through political causes have no adequate
sphere for the exertion of their energies."

while state dinners were In progress. Prob
ably Nero had more Infernal enterprise
than any of these froyal managers, for he
rolled living Christians in oiled tow and
stuck them in his gardens, where they 11
lumlned with their slow agony the gay Ro
mans that he Invited Into his domain and
who mingled their badinage with the
groans of the victims.
Their sensuality is a part of their history.Cleopatra has been preserved to us

by the rankness of her amours. The acrid
balsam of Egypt has kept her an ideal
mummy In romance to our day.
Briefly epitomized, the ancient Romans

in their amusements went to extremes that
repulse and disgust. They went absolutely
to the very end of human conceptions in
their search for amusements. Could more

ments ran to brutality and torture. Can

you imagine a state of society in which il
revelled in physical agony? You need nol

imagine it; merely regard it from the records.What kind of society was that whict
attended the circus in the reign of Calig
ula. Claudius or Xero?
Our vocabulary falls short in describing

it. There came a time when a fight roya
between gladiators and wild beasts wai

voted dull and stupid. The imperial show
man had to burn men alive, and nail con

victs to crosses where they could be slow
ly torn by hungry bears. All this to satisfy
the everlasting cry for variety.
Heliogabolus and Galerius did not enter

tain their guests with singers and dancers
But they bought prisoners of war anc
slaves that thev mieht have them torturei

theatres.
The Sherry raid and its contingent disclosuresof this one feature of the social

bachelor life of the metropolis opens up
a most interesting field of discussion.
Certain preachers have made seusationa:

statements in their attacks on wealth
and society. They, have said that the
luxury of this nation would work its downfall,as did the reign of sumptuous entertainmentsand lavish expenditure of money
work the beginning of the end of beau
tlful, grand old Rome.
Our tastes are similar to the Romans in

many ways. TVe lack the brutality, true,
and the fiendish pleasures of eighteen hundredyears ago are repulsive to the people
who live in the latter end of the nineteenth
century. But there is present the persistent,omnipresent seeking for something
new, something to shock and surprise.
In the olden days In Rome the amuse-

IlOt ueeil 1UL lur liiuimucutv .

tliis class of entertainments by Captair
Chapman's now famous raid.
Now the wise old world is shaking its

head and asking: "Has the half been

It is a fact that of late years there has
sprung up a number of agencies which
do little else than arrange affairs of this
kind. Their list of performers includes

nearly all of the well-known variety performerswho are known to New York
Yaudeville houses. But there is an elementamong the persons listed with agenciesof this nature that the public know

nothing about. They do not appear at any
of the theatres, simply because they
have found that they can make more money
by appearing at two or three club and

private shows during the week than by
seeking regular engagements at regular

what Is termed society. The outer world
heard nothing of it. Nor would It, had it
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f The young- women whose
who are said to have been pi

Ordinarily, their pictures Wi

^ any other clever vaudeville a

P est. from the fact that they we

whole town is talking.and w:

Yorker wonders whether it is t

longer willing to amuse thems

hitherto satisfactory ways. K

where a fire was extinguish
Sherry raid. And he wonder!
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raid on the statement thht one of the performers,an Oriental dancer known as "LittleEgypt," was engaged to and did performa dance which Is, strictly speaking,
against the laws. This Mr. Seeley and his

guests deny.
So much for the facts. They reveal an

interesting state of affairs that were before
known only to the inner circles of the
bachelor society of the town.
The idea came from Paris. Wealthy Parisiansociety folk, in casting about for

something new, something bizarre and
startling, hit upon the scheme of presentinga vaudeville show to their guests.
Like all fads, it drifted to New York.
The swell clubs became its best friends.
Stag parties at the clubhouses or the
swell restaurants of the city became stupid
and dull without the variety feature. For
the past three years or more it has been
whispered among the young men of societythat there were mauy Interesting
performances at these affairs. But the
whispering was decidedly under the rose,

and it kept within the boundaries of

s©(3eyy
thing in violation qf the law. they left.
The performers n + ifle affair were persons

known to the vaudeville world as reputable
perform::s. All of them have played enVf'York houses where va-
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er's owu judgment. At any rate, it is evidentthat they are very common.

These are the facts, already well known
through the daily papers: Mr. Herbert
liaruum Seeley, one of the best known of
the younger New York society men, and a

grandson of P. T. Barnum, the great showman,gave a dinner at Sherry's in honor of
his brother's approaching marriage. The
affair was attended by men whose standing
in the social and business world is of the
very highest. As a diversion to the monotonyof the successive courses, Mr. Seeley
arranged with a vaudeville booking agency
to furnish sufficient performers to make
out an evening's entertainment.
The police allege that the booking firm

a .ancer by the name of Annabelle
jre an immodest and immoral dance,
that, acting on information furnished

/by her stepfather, they forced their
to the dining room. Not seeing any-
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Out of Captain Chapman's raid at Sherry'shas grown public knowledge of a kind
of private entertainment hitherto kept
strictly secret.

It has developed that the singers and
"ho appeared ther£ in the st'

til v.'

for police interferv^-iiiuallybusy at similar
-4L.its. Whether these are imralor not must be settled by the read-.
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